Month XX, 2010

Name of Sender

Address

Miami, FL XXXXX

Dear Commissioner XX,

As a Miami-Dade County resident, I can’t help but be alarmed by the proposed County budget for FY 2010-11. The wealth of this city is supported, in great part, by the exceptional work and contribution that local cultural organizations, like the Miami Science Museum, provide. These are the same organizations that will be severely affected if the proposed budget – cut by more than 25% or $2.3 million dollars – is approved and adopted.

Here are a few important facts:

· Every dollar of County cultural support leverages $27 dollars of other funds.

· Cultural organizations generate a billion dollars in local economic impact annually.

· 12 million people attend cultural events every year in Miami-Dade County.

· Other businesses depend on culture. People who attend cultural events spend more than half a billion dollars parking their cars, eating in local restaurants and shopping.

· Cultural activities provide more than 2 million experiences every year to the children in our County.

· Our community’s outstanding cultural activities are giving Miami-Dade a worldwide competitive edge in attracting tourism and business. 

I also want to tell you about how important County support for culture is to me. (Share your story here and mention the importance of the Museum.)
What you do now will have an effect on our economy and our entire community. I am counting on your support to maintain funding for the County’s investments in culture.

Sincerely,

NAME/SIGNATURE

DISTRICT

